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and is pointed out to travelers on the Boston and
Maine Eailroad. In going westward, the hip-
roofed house is seen on the left side of the track,
soon after passing the Hampton station. A lady
in Maiden, Mass., who is the great-granddaughter
of " the new wife," wrote to Mr. Whittier in 1888,
asking him the source of his information, and
sending him. a piece of the wedding silk of her
ancestress. He replied: " The story of the
'New Wife and the Old' was told me a good
many years ago by an elderly lady. Since then,
I hare received a letter from a lady who at one
time was spending the summer at the old house in
Hampton. She said strange noises were heard in
the rooms, the steps and rustling dress of a woman
unseen on the stairs, etc., and that the servants
were so frightened that Rev. Mr. Milton of New-
buryport was sent for, who came and prayed, and
counseled the ghosts to depart. I hope I have
not, unintentionally, misrepresented General Moul-
ton in my poem."

Between the years 1837 and 1847, a large num-
ber of Mr. Whittier's best poems, and several
prose sketches, were sent by him to the " Demo-
cratic Eeview," published in "Washington. It was
to this magazine that for this decade he sent
nearly all his poems that did not directly touch
upon the question of slavery, and some prose
sketches. It was a partisan magazine, with a
large proportion of its circulation at the South,
but Whittier made himself a most welcome con-
tributor, though many a stanza expressed quite
plainly his abhorrence of slavery.